Fall Cleaning Checklist

Preparing Your Home for the Cooler Months

Indoor Tasks

1. Deep Cleaning Key Areas - Inside The Home

©)

©)

Baseboards:
Dust and wipe down all baseboards.

Behind and Under Appliances:
Dust and debris can accumulate behind and underneath heavy appliances like refrigerators, ovens, and
washers/dryers, creating fire hazards and reducing efficiency.

Windows:
To remove accumulated summer dirt and dust.

Window Tracks and Sills:
Dirt and mildew can build up in window tracks, leading to drafts and obstructing smooth window
movement. Cleaning these areas prevents potential mold growth and keeps windows functional.

Light Fixtures and Ceiling Fans:
Dust collects on fixtures and fan blades, which can circulate allergens and reduce air quality indoors

Air Vents and Grilles:
Dusting and vacuuming vents and grilles improves airflow and prevents dust from spreading throughout
the home, especially important as heating systems become more active.

Pantry and Kitchen Cupboards:
Fall is a great time to check for expired items and deep clean shelves, especially before holiday season
preparations.

2. Organizing and Storing Seasonal Items

Transitioning Home Décor:
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Store summer decor in labeled bins for easy access next year

Add cozy fall decor elements to enhance your home’s seasonal feel.

Closets and Winter Gear
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Move winter clothing and accessories to the front of closets, and store summer items separately.

Sort and donate unused items to free up space

3. HVAC System Maintenance
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HVAC Filters: Replace HVAC filters to improve air quality and efficiency.

HVAC Inspection: Schedule a professional HVAC inspection for optimal performance.



4. Preparing for Colder Weather Indoors

Fireplace and Chimney Safety
O Schedulea chimney inspection and cleaning to prevent soot buildup and ensure safety.
O Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors near fireplaces to enstre functionality.

O Stock up on firewood if using a wood-burning fireplace.

Sealing Windows and Doors
O Inspect for drafts and seal gaps in windows and doors with weatherstripping or caulk.

O Add draft stoppers to doors and thermal curtains on windows to increase insulation.

Mudroom or Entryway Setup
O Add a boot tray and rug to catch wet shoes and keep floors clean.
O Set up hooks or cubbies for coats, hats, and accessories.

O Designate a spot for gloves, scarves, and umbrellas for easy access

Outdoor Tasks

1. Cleaning and Organizing Outdoor Spaces

O Gutters and Downspouts:
Often neglected until issues arise, gutters and downspouts need clearing to prevent water damage and
roof issues.

O Exterior Lighting and Security Cameras:
Check and clean outdoor light fixtures to ensure visibility during darker months. Clear away cobwebs and
debris from security cameras for optimal performance.

O Decks, Patios, and Outdoor Furniture:
Power washing decks and patios removes summer grime, while storing or covering furniture prevents
weather-related damage.

O Grills & Toys:
Cleaning outdoor toys and BBQ Grills

2. Yard and Exterior Maintenance

O Fences and Gates;
Inspect and clean surfaces, tighten hardware, and make repairs to prevent winter deterioration.

O Garden Beds and Yard Cleanup:
Remove dead plants, mulch flower beds, and rake leaves to protect soil and prepare for spring.

O Garage Organization & Maintenance:
Inspect and clean surfaces, tighten hardware, and make repairs to prevent winter deterioration. Inspect
the garage door mechanism for issues and ensure weatherproofing is intact.

O Exterior Caulking and Seals:
Check caulking around windows, doors, and other exterior areas to reduce drafts, heat loss, and water
infiltration.



